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DECEMBER 15, 2017 

 
 

FSU STUDENT PRESENTATION 
 

Architectural students from Ferris were challenged with the Hanchett site as a class project.  The 
group presented Commissioners and Staff this week and we were all impressed with their creativity 
and unique ideas.  Their ideas may be the basis for the final use of the property.   
 

SNOW REMOVAL 
 

City crews have been working diligently to keep up with the snow.  With more in the forecast, property 
owners are asked to help in keeping sidewalks, driveways and mailboxes clear.  Also, remember 
that there is no overnight parking on the City Streets.  Cars must be off the streets between 2 a.m. 
and 6 a.m. 

 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

 
City offices will be closed on December 25th and 26th and January 1st and 2nd. 
 

SANTA! 
 

Yes, Santa is coming to visit the Downtown again this weekend. From noon to 2 p.m. After that, 
you can see him at Red Fox Market from 2 to 4 p.m. 

 
LIBRARY 

 
This is the final week of the 3-D gift creation project we’ve been having at the library for several 
days.  It’s been lots of fun.  Hope you’ve seen some of the “presents” that were created – pictures 
of many of them were posted on our Facebook page. 
 
Lots of people relaxed at the Library Monday evening when the Therapy Dogs and their handlers 
were here in full force.  FLITE (Ferris Library for Information Technology and Education) and Riley 
MacKenzie sponsored this great treat.  It was open so anyone could come and have a chance to 
take a break from the end-of-term pressures for Ferris and Big Rapids school students.  Of course, 
there were many other adults and kids who came to pet and enjoy these therapy animals.  The 
Library’s Facebook page has pictures from this fun evening too. 
 
Still another week for students and families to donate gently-used children’s books as part of the” 
Share the Gift of Reading” program.  Holiday-decorated donation boxes are at all the local schools 
and at the library awaiting the gift of books.  The Friends of the Library sort and clean these books, 
which are then donated to the preschools.  Children and their families who attend story times at the 
preschools are given one of these books for their very own.  These books are for the children to keep 
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and take home so they have their own book to read, or have read to them, which can make such a 
difference in their reading proficiency. 
 
The Christmas tree at the Library is festooned with Christmas decorations, including gift cards that 
encourage people to make a monetary donation to the library to take part in the “Share the Gift of 
Reading” program in a different way.  Donors can indicate what kinds of items the library should 
purchase for the collection, and if the donation is in honor of anyone.  All donations are welcome and 
continue to provide great library material for the patrons of the Big Rapids Community Library. 
 

PARKS AND REC 
 

• Please see attached for 2018 winter recreation programs flyer. 

• Coed volleyball registration is now open. Games are played on Sundays at Big Rapids 
Middle School beginning January 21st. Cost is $300 per team. Registration deadline is 
January 5th.  

• The walking program continues at Big Rapids Middle School Monday—Thursday from 4:00 
to 8:00pm. Free to the public. Register in the Public Works office at City Hall. 

• Met with a representative from the Health Department to discuss bringing Rec Connect to 
Big Rapids. The grant-funded program would allow individuals with low income to participate 
in recreation activities throughout the city at no cost. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
In the past week, the Police Division responded to 96 calls for service.  A good number of these were 
accident, motorist assist or road runoff as a result of the inclement weather received.  There were 
no other real significant calls for service to report. 
 
Officers were trained in the past week on felony traffic stops and active shooter by Sergeant Jeff 
Hauger and Officer Lorne Juday. 
 
In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 10 calls for service.  There were no significant calls 
to report. 
 
Personnel applied 6 loads of water to the city ice rink to get the level up above the liner on the west 
side. MOCC Public Safety class visited the station today.  Morning and afternoon classes were able 
to learn some new hose advancement techniques.  Students were also able to practice search and 
rescue as well as some forcible entry techniques.       
 
On Tuesday, the department hosted their monthly area detective meeting, with investigators from 
around the area discussing current investigations they and their department are currently 
conducting. 
 
On Wednesday the department hosted the areas child forensic interview team meeting.  Open cases 
being investigated by the agencies were discussed.  Next month members will be traveling to Mt 
Pleasant to observe their area's meeting and to tour their Child Advocacy Center.  Director Jim 
Eddinger and a group are actively looking at beginning our own CAC. 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Violations: 
  
 (4)  Blight    (2) Disabled Vehicles 

(1)  Garbage & Rubbish        (21) Parking 
 (1)  Permits    (1) Property Maintenance 
 (1)  Sidewalks / Streets 
   

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Plowed snow on 4 occasions: Airport, streets, parking lots, sidewalks, and alleys. 

• Sanded and salted roads and sidewalks. 

• Fixed storm sewer at Michigan Ave and Oak St. 

DPW: PARKS 
 

• Installed back boards at ice rink.  

• Daily opened and cleaned City Hall bathrooms.  

• Picked up trash at parks and downtown.  

• Cleaned up fallen trees at North End river walk.  

• Cleaned up fallen trees at River Street crusher dust trail.  

• Started disassembly of picnic tables.  

• Cleaned up leaves behind City Hall.  
 
MAIN MAINTENANCE 
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, rereads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 

• The Plant continues to run well, with winter here to stay.  The South Digester is back to 

normal and the North Digester is improving. 

• Mickey Leonard (DEQ) visited our Plant in November to collect and split samples with our 

Lab.  Results are in and our Lab numbers match those produced by the DEQ Lab. 

• Power outage and alarm at Tioga lift station; the back-up generator was running. 

• Power outage and alarms at the Plant; operators responded and re-started equipment. 

• Performed weekly lift station readings and checks. 

• Repaired a coolant leak on the Dodge pickup and installed a snow plow on the Ford. 

• Hach Service calibrated our Lab Spectrophotometer and repaired a U.V. Controller. 
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• White influent was seen on the morning of December 1st.  The flow was traced to the east 

side of town, but the source could not be found. 

• Filled the grease hoppers on both Screw Pumps and dumped both catch jugs. 

• Jay Norris calibrated all 3 Plant flow meters:  Influent, Aeration Influent, and Effluent. 

• Mic and John performed the annual IPP Site Visit and Inspection at Hayworth. 

• Spencer Blower # 3 was shut down and taken out of service, due to serious mechanical 

noise.  Diagnosis and repair options are being investigated. 

• Kaeser Blower # 4 has developed a mechanical noise and vibration, along with continued 

darkening of crankcase oil.  Blair and Eric (F&V) visited to have a look. 

• Changed SDC polymer totes in the Blower Building. 

• JW and Troy helped DPW with snow plowing during this most recent snow storm. 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


